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“Visiting… is a sharing of oneself through story, through
principled and respectful consensual reciprocity with
another living being.”

- Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, “Land as Pedagogy”



“This is not easy to do ‘briefly’ after 90+ years of ‘bio!’
I could introduce myself as I do in the Ojibwe
language when I’m with my Anishinaabe friends: My
name is Jean Koning. I was born in Windsor, Ontario. I
now live in Peterborough, Ontario. I am a white
woman. I have walked with Ojibwe people for many
years. I am learning to speak Ojibwe. Beyond that, I
have been a wife, mother of three, and I have 11
grands and five great-grands, with more on the way, I
understand (happily!) My husband was an Anglican
priest who served in Manitoulin Island, where we met
“Indians” for the first time in 1966, and where I began
to stand in solidarity with the First Peoples, eventually
serving with Project North, later Aboriginal Rights
Coalition (now a branch of KAIROS). I worked closely
with Aboriginal Anglican Church people throughout
southwestern Ontario, as well as Traditional First
Peoples. As a member of the Kawartha Truth &
Reconciliation Support Group, I have begun to
understand just how prophetic those words have been,
as I continue to learn, and benefit from, what they
mean to me in my life journey.”

          - Jean Koning, 2015, in preparation for
Aging Activisms’ inaugural symposium



Jean Koning and Elder Shirley Ida Williams (Wikwemikong First
Nation) at the inaugural Aging Activisms symposium,
Nogojiwanong (Peterborough, Ontario), 2015.

“Jean and I became friends in many places with the
work we did. We were grandmother warriors
together, fighting for justice!” 

- Elder Shirley Williams, 2025
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COVER ARTIST’S STATEMENT
I was lucky enough to grow up in the bush in my home
territory in the Kiji Sibi watershed. My Nan and her
brothers and sisters went to Mattawa Day School. As
a queer, neurodivergent, mixed ancestry Algonquin
anishinaabekwe coming into activist and scholarly
work with May and Ziysah, I experienced Indigenous
people being put first in gatherings. In visits with
Elders, scholars, artists, knowledge holders and
changemakers in Michi Saagig territory, we entered
into ceremony together with smudge, words, prayers,
laughter and food. I never got to work with Jean in
these spaces, but when I met her at the Aging
Activisms book launch in 2018, her legacy was well
known to me: beloved, an advocate for Indigenous
people, fierce and funny, dedicated to visiting and
contributing to the archive of settler-allyship in a time
where this is desperately needed. We met one another
and I complimented her on her bright red shoes. Mine
were also red. Kinship in intergenerational fashion! In
this artwork, I circled my hand, tracing a tree ring,
abstractly, allowing my gestures to follow the shapes
of time as I thought about intergenerational
relationships and knowledge sharing. I used oranges to
foreground those who have survived residential school
and the children who didn’t. I brought pink—a bright
spot of levity for Jean’s heart and bold shoes—to meet
the orange hues in an act of responsive visiting.

-Jenn Cole


